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Did Jahangir Khan Win 555 matches In 5 years and 8 months? It is a 

matter of interpretations with a multiplicity of factors pointing to a 

resounding yes!  

Add up Jahangir Khan’s exceptional conditioning, the lopsided scores of most of his 

wins, the numbers of consecutive years (six) of his being ranked World Number 1 by the 

Professional Squash Association (PSA), the numbers of matches he played in daily 

practice games, or in leagues, exhibitions and tournaments and the answer is – yes! 

And way more and resoundingly so!  

Ferez S. Nallaseth, PhD 

Over the last few years questions have arisen as to whether Jahangir Khan could have 

won 555 consecutive matches over a period of 5 years and 8 months. A negation of 555 

has even been posted over here in Daily Squash Report as an absolute fact. More 

recently these questions were posed in what promises to be a thoroughly researched 

and riveting book, by Authors Rod Gilmour and Alan Thatcher that is entitled JAHANGIR 

KHAN 555 THE UNTOLD STORY BEHIND SQUASH’S INVINCIBLE CHAMPION AND 

SPORT’S GREATEST UNBEATEN RUN (1). Both the authors have made innumerable 

contributions to Squash Rackets and are highly respected in the game. Our goal here is neither 

trivialization of their labors and functions as journalists nor the questions attributed by them to 

the number of 555 won matches in 5 years and 8 months. Rather we supplement the analyses 

with additional information that may bridge the gap between their inability to locate verifying 

records and Jahangir Khan’s explanations based on his excellent memory. Jahangir as 

recognized by the authors as well as by all Sports Journalists, (worth their salt), as someone 

who is at the very pinnacle of Racket Sports! On this relatively minor point we believe the gap 

can be easily bridged with, additional data, information and analyses which we have drawn from 

multiple sources including our comments to Alan Thatcher’s Squash Mad Blog and Twitter 

Posts, his interview with the Conqueror of Jahangir in one match, Ross Norman (ref 1) and the 

article in The Daily Telegraph, The day even the great Jahangir Khan fell to the Earth by the 

correspondent Simon Briggs (ref 2). Finally we have also drawn on the PSA’s lists of top Pros 

and the consecutive months that they maintained at World Number 1 (ref 3) and Jahangir 

Khan’s biography on Wikipedia (ref 4).  

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxmZXJlem5zcXVhc2hkb2NzfGd4OjM4YTJkOGU5ZTg5NGM1NzY
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxmZXJlem5zcXVhc2hkb2NzfGd4OjM4YTJkOGU5ZTg5NGM1NzY
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First of all, I look forward to reading this book by Rod Gilmour and Alan Thatcher. It promises to 

rigorously document the accomplishments and contributions of a lynch pin figure in the History 

of Racket Sports – Jahangir Khan. An issue that was around for a while, whether Jahangir Khan 

won 555 matches in a row, has been addressed by the authors! Documentation for these 555 

wins in a row could not be located by the authors. However, in other fields of research, it is 

standard practice to include multiple indicators in evaluating a subject. This is especially so, 

when some aspect of documentation is unavailable or lacking, The issue of 555 wins/5.7 years 

seems to be relatively minor and one of interpretive differences rather than substantive 

differences. These include such things as: 

(1) the choice of matches (exhibitions, practice, league matches, tournaments) which can be 

used for documentation,  

(2) if so were their records preserved for documentation,  

(3) whether match scores were submitted diligently after a match in days predating the internet,  

 

(4) despite the generally detailed record keeping, that is currently extant and acknowledged, in 

the 1970s and 1980s, they were lacking. This was especially so in some geographical areas in 

which Jahangir played matches where they were sketchy at best, 

(5) I know that we played 6 days a week (sometimes twice a day) even at the National level in 

India. If this was fine for us, physical limitations in winning 555 matches over 5 years and 8 

months could not possibly be a limitation for someone of Jahangir’s remarkable physical 

abilities, 

(6) I would doubt that anyone seriously questions Jahangir Khan’s eye for detail or his memory 

or his integrity!  

(7) Finally, and of most importance, when it came to numbers of consecutive months at World 

Number 1 in PSA rankings, Jahangir was at the top for 72 months followed by Geoff Hunt for 59 

months and Jansher Khan for 53 months (second table from the top, ref 3). So he clearly 

maintained his game and fitness required for dominance at that level of play over the requisite 

period of 6 years equivalent to the period in which 555 matches were played. 

Other authors have noted that Jahangir likely played multiple (3-4) matches per week in this 5 

year 8 month winning streak which is why they found his performance so remarkable! In fact 
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Wikipedia on Jahangir points out, that in 1982, he even went through one tournament without 

dropping a single point (ref 4)! So he completely dominated the field in this period. Playing 

tournaments at this high frequency was necessitated by the low earnings and high expenses of 

Squash Players at the time. They played so often per year, if for no other reason than the 

minimal earnings and high expenses with the limited revenue that represented winnings purse 

in Squash!  

Another way of addressing this question arises from a simple calculation. If as 

suggested by some, Jahangir Khan played 4 matches per week, over the 5 years and 8 

months spanning the time period in question a simple number can be calculated. He 

could have then played (48 weeks/year x 5.7 years x 4 matches/week =) 1094 matches 

in that period. This is nearly twice the number of 555 matches and absolutely no barrier 

to one of his physical abilities! Now if we add in the overlapping, on and off court 

training of 4 – 8 hours per day, and the simultaneous or overlapping practice, league 

and exhibition matches being played, another indicator for the plausibility of this number 

emerges! This 555 matches in a row is highly plausible – even if it cannot be 

documented! It is this practice, league and exhibition match play as well as the grueling 

on and off court training that made the likes of Jahangir, Jansher, Hunt and Jonah 

Barrington among others in that ‘Mecca of Squash’, London, UK, of the 1970s, 1980s 

and 1990s so dominant in that period!  

And even if Jahangir took 2 months off, as I was reminded by Alan Thatcher, that still 

leaves 911 tournament matches/5 years and 8 months! This number of 911 does not 

include all the other matches - which is still way more than 555! The fact is that with 

practice, league, exhibition and tournament matches he probably went much higher in 

the numbers of matches that he and others thought that he had played over 5 years and 

8 months. Given his invincible record and the low scores of his opponents, it is highly 

likely he won way more than 555 matches/5 years and 8 months. 

Our thanks are also due to Alan Thatcher for his interview with Ross Norman and to 

Correspondent Simon Briggs for his commentary in The Daily Telegraph on that 

interview and the book (ref 1, 2). Ross Norman who on a single occasion, as did Mark 

Talbott in US Hardball Squash, became the Conqueror of Jahangir Khan (ref 1). Alan 
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Thatcher’s interview recreate this important and timely contribution from someone who 

has the most unique perspective on one of the greatest Sagas in the History of Racket 

Sports – Ross Norman. Just reading his comments informs us on the magnitude of 

Ross Norman’s strength of mind, fitness and technical levels. All of which were needed 

to even maintain a meaningful presence on court with Jahangir Khan – let alone resist 

him! This is all the more so because it was something that most of Jahangir’s other 

opponent Pros, many who were Great in their own right, could not even come close to 

achieving.  

I know what this means first hand because even at our National levels in India I was 

often stomped in tournaments by those who I could beat, sometimes easily, in regular 

play – all the way up to the Indian #1! On one occasion in 1975, the two of us were 

gearing up for the Western India Championships and Indian Team Selections for the 

World Championships in London, UK, at the Cricket Club of India, he was having a bad 

day and I was having a good day, on court and I won 3-0! Although I won versus others 

on that team, that remained ‘a once in a lifetime’ result!  

However, having said all this one only needs to remember the overwhelming odds 

against invariably remaining infallible in any Biological System, leave alone World 

Champions and their levels of play. In that Historical loss the performance of Jahangir 

had to have been the mirror image to that of Ross Norman in the making of this unique 

dimension of Racket History! It was never repeated! 

We saw Jahangir Khan, who was well past his prime in 1993, in a Quarter Final Match 

versus Rodney Martin. Rodney, eventually was ranked World Number 1 if only for a 

brief period. They were playing in the US Open which was then held at the Heights 

Casino Courts in Brooklyn, NY. Jahangir lost 3-1 to Rodney but on court there was a 

sustained and perfect sequence of 4 stroke – gets! The first of three forehand front 

corner cross court drives to the backhand sidewall in the service box by Rodney, 

physically confined Jahangir to boasting the ball back to the forehand front corner. On 

the fourth Jahangir was airborne cutting off the ball even before it got to the side wall 

with a two handed backhand rail – leaving Rodney trapped in the forehand front corner! 



5 
 

The entire audience was on its feet – we knew we had just seen one of the greatest 

stroke-get sequences in the History of Racket Sports – and were unlikely to ever see 

one like it in Racket Sports. Many of the best from the World of Squash, including Anil 

Nayar and Michael Desaulniers, were present in the audience. I overheard Anil 

speaking with Jahangir who attributed his chronic back problems leading to reduced 

training regimens and the other consequences! They all understood what any good 

Coach/Player in the game understands as does similarly to Archaeologist in Science! 

That even if a Champion e.g. like Bjorn Borg is way past his or her prime there are tell-

tale and signature moves and strokes that reveal the heights to which they had risen!   

Jahangir went on to make History and win his tenth British Open!  

Our hang up with the precision of the number of 555 remains just that! It is easy to 

detract from remarkable contributions with a foot note! Similar attempts to diminish the 

monumental contributions of Shakespeare, Lincoln, Einstein and Gandhi are also on 

record! Although Jahangir Khan is a legend in a game, Squash, he is in good company! 

Unfortunately, by coming on such a symmetrical number Jahangir may have invited this 

scrutiny, which detracts from the enormity of both his accomplishments and 

contributions to the World of Squash Rackets. I respectfully suggest that we move on to 

the abundance of more positive things about Jahangir Khan and the game! 
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